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LEADING HISTORIAN OF RELIGION TO SPEAK AT UM 
MISSOULA-
Modern Catholicism will be the topic of the next installment of the President’s Lecture 
Series, scheduled for 8 p.m., Monday, Dec. 6, at The University of Montana.
John O’Malley will present “The Council of Trent and the Making of Modern 
Catholicism” in the University Center Ballroom. The lecture will examine the response of the 
Catholic church to the Protestant Reformation and will show how the impact of events in the 
16th century affects us today.
O ’Malley also will present a seminar titled “Four Cultures of the West” for UM faculty 
and students at 3:10 p.m. Dec. 6 in Gallagher Building Room 123. The seminar is based on his 
most recent book, titled “Four Cultures of the W est,” which deals with the prophetic, 
academic, humanistic and artistic traditions in Western civilization.
O ’Malley is Distinguished Professor of Church History at the Weston Jesuit School of 
Theology. One of the country’s premier historians of religion, his field of research is the 
epochal period of the Protestant Reformation and Catholic church’s response to it. He is the 
author of “Trent and All That: Renaming Catholicism in the Early Modern Era,” “Religious 
Culture in the Sixteenth Century: Preaching, Rhetoric, Spirituality and Reform” and “The
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Jesuits: Cultures, Sciences and the Arts, 1540-1773."
He is a member of the Accademia di san Carlo of the Ambrosian Library in Milan, 
Italy. That organization promotes research in all humanistic disciplines. He serves as the chair 
of the board of trustees of the Renaissance Society of America. O ’Malley earned his doctoral 
degree in history at Harvard University, and he holds honorary doctorates from many 
universities, including Loyola University, Seattle University, Gonzaga University, Boston 
College, Marquette University and Georgetown University.
O ’Malley’s evening lecture is presented in conjunction with the Lorica Catholic Studies 
Visiting Speakers’ Fund, and the afternoon seminar is presented in conjunction with UM’s 
Philosophy Forum.
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